FOREWORD





	On June 29, 1994, the Secretary of Defense directed sweeping reform of military specifications and standards.  The Secretary directed the Department of Defense to make greater use of performance and commercial requirements in the acquisition process.  Performance specifications are preferred over detail specifications.





	This document offers guidance on how to write performance specifications.  The information is applicable to all types of materiel: systems, subsystems, assemblies, components, and parts.  It is not meant to be a “cookbook” approach to developing performance specifications, but a guidance tool to provide direction and to shape the overall thought process.





	The SD-15 is intended to be a “living document” that will undergo changes as required.  If you have any recommendations on improving this document, please send your comments to:





	Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Economic Security)


	Standardization Program Division


	5203 Leesburg Pike, Suite 1403


	Falls Church, VA 22041-3466











								/signed/





							Walter B. Bergmann, II


							Chairman


							Defense Standards Improvement


							Council
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