Acqui sition Practices Directorate
St andar di zati on Program Di vi sion
5203 Leesburg Pi ke, Suite 1403
Fal Il s Church, VA 22041-3499

Sep 14, 1995
VMEMORANDUM FOR 88 LOG LGVEP, ATTN. MR N CK LONG NOW

SUBJECT: @ui dance on Procurenent Docunent Types

I"’mwiting in response to your nenorandum dated 23 August
1995. You asked for guidance on when to use a comercial item
description (CID) versus a Mlitary Performance specification
(“ML-PRF” per ML-STD-961D) to describe a nodified commercia
product. First, | want to enphasize that as |long as you are
describing the itemin performance terns you are achieving the
primary goal of specification reform

Commercial itemdescriptions are a form of perfornmance
specification used to describe both comercial and nodified
commercial itens, regardless of whether the itemis a notorcycle
or a cassette tape. The point at which mlitary driven
nmodi fications make a comercial itema mlitary unique itemis a
judgnent call, and there is no nunerical limt on the nunber of
mlitary-unique characteristics which may be included. However,
| can offer sone considerations to help you nake the deci sion.

If the itemin question will be made by the sane
manuf acturers who supply to the conmmercial nmarket, or if the
nmodi fications are simlar to the type of nodifications nade for
comerci al custoners, you could consider the item nodified
comercial, and use a CIDto procure it. |If the nodifications
result in the |loss of conmpetition fromall or nost conmerci al
suppliers, a significant price increase, or the | oss of
comerci al support, you should consider the itemmlitary unique,
and use a performance specification (ML-PRF) to procure it.

In addition to CIDs and ML-PRFs to procure itens, you
shoul d al so consi der non- Government standards per the attached
menor andum  You should al so be aware that, if you classify the
itemas comercial, it can be bought using the sinplified
acquisition regulations for coomercial itens that will be
i npl emented this year through the Federal Acquisition Regul ation
(FAR Part 12), which is a distinct advantage.



Your question was a good one. | have taken the liberty of
posting the answer to our Defense Standardization Program Hone
Page, so that it may be available for others with the sane
guestion. | hope these thoughts help. Feel free to call ny
staff point of contact, Ms. Christine Metz, at 703-681-9340 or
DSN 761-9340 for further information, or to discuss a specific
case.
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Andrew C. Certo
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