DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
19 Feb 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

FROM: SAF/AQ
1060 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1060

SUBJECT: Using MIL-STD-1540D, “Product Verification Requirements for Launch,
Upper Stage, and Space Vehicles’

SMC/AX has expressed concern (through the Air Force's Standardization Office,
SAF/AQR) that even though MIL-STD-1540D “Product Verification Requirements for
Launch, Upper Stage, and Space Vehicles’ is about to be published as a Standard
Practice, there still exists a general perception that current policy prevents the use of any
military specifications or standards in solicitations or contracts. Asaresult, they
requested clarification on the use of the Standard Practice category.

MIL-STD-1540D explicitly states program requirements for product verification
and requires contractors to propose and implement a process verification plan which
assures that launch and space equipment can function correctly. The space engineering
community feelsit is critical to implement a comprehensive product verification process in
order to insure the safety and reliability of our space borne assets and MIL-STD-1540D is
intended to facilitate accomplishment of the objective.

MIL-STD-1540D was developed as a Standard Practice and represents a method
for program offices to identify space system performance based on verification
requirements. Standard Practices are a class of standards authorized for use, when
necessary, in solicitations or contracts. No waiver is required when using Standard
Practices per OSD Numbered Policy Memo 98-2, "Waivers for Use of Specifications and
Standards.” MIL-STD-1540D should be used when necessary to outline Government
verification requirements during space systems development and test, however, it should
be appropriately taillored for each acquisition.



Although we no longer make extensive use of military standards in our
acquisitions, we still use selected standards. MIL-STD-1540D is available and should be
considered for use on our space programsto insure a safe and reliable product. For
further information on tailoring and using MIL-STD-1540D contact Mr. Douglas Miller
(SMC/AXT) at DSN 833-1148.

<Signed>

DARLEEN A. DRUYUN
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
(Acquisition & Management)
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