Acqui sition Practices Directorate
St andar di zati on Program Di vi sion
5203 Leesburg Pi ke, Suite 1403
Falls Church, VA 22041- 3466

MAY 2, 1996
MEMORANDUM FOR STANDARDI ZATI ON MANAGEMENT ACTI VI TI ES
SUBJECT: Commercial Item Descriptions

Comrercial item descriptions (ClDs) prepared by Departnent
of Defense activities shall no | onger include a contractor
certification statenent. This new policy applies to new and
revised ClDs submtted for publication beginning in June 1996.

As existing ClDs are revised, the contractor certification
statenent nust be elimnated. However, revision of published
CIDs solely to conply with the new policy is not required. The
certification statenent in ClDs which you have conpl eted, but not
yet submtted for publication, should be elimnated. Another
coordination for this change in not necessary.

In place of the certification statenent, which was a
mandat ory paragraph in ClDs, a general conformance statenent in
the quality assurance provisions section shall be used simlar to
the foll ow ng:

5.1 Product Conformance. The products provided shall neet
the salient characteristics of this conmmercial item
description, conformto the producer’s own draw ngs,

speci fications, standards, and quality assurance practices,
and be the sane product offered for sale in the comrerci al
mar ket. The governnent reserves the right to require proof
of such conformance.

You can and should tailor this sanple statenent to neet the needs
of the itemyou are describing, retaining the general requirenent
that the products supplied to the Governnment nmust conply with the
manuf acturer’s standard practices for producing itens for
commer ci al custoners.

We are requiring this change to the certification statenent
to be consistent with the Federal Acquisition Streamining Act of
1994, as inplenented in Part 12 of the Federal Acquisition
Regul ation. The Act and regulation limt the use of contractor
certifications when buying commercial itens.

In addition to the general conformance statenent, renmenber
that you can al so use market acceptance criteria and product
sanple requirenents in ClDs. The Commercial and Nondevel opnent al



Handbook, dated April 1996, contains additional information on
qual ity assurance or verification in CIDs. You can access the
handbook, on the Internet’s Wrld Wde Wb at “http://

wwmv. acq. osd. ml/es/std/ndi”. It will also be avail able soon from

t he Defense Printing Service.

Pl ease contact Chris Metz if you have questions about
commercial itemdescriptions at DSN 761-9340 or (703) 681-9340.

/ si gned/
Andrew D. Certo
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