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Laws and Regulation

 Public Law 82-436, “Defense Cataloging and Standardization 
Action, July 1, 1952 
− Directs the Secretary of Defense to establish a single, unified Defense 

Standardization Program (DSP) in DoD

 Public Law 104-113, “National Technology Transfer and 
Advancement Act,” March 7, 1996
− Preference for developing and using non-government standards instead 

of government specifications and standards

 OMB Circular A-119, Federal Participation in the Development 
and Use of Voluntary Consensus Standards and in Conformity 
Assessment Activities
− All Federal agencies must use voluntary consensus standards in lieu of 

government-unique standards in their procurement and regulatory 
activities 

− Reinforces government employee’s participation in Standards 
Development Organizations (SDOs)



Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.

DSP Policies and Procedures

 DoD Instruction 4120.24, 
“Defense Standardization 
Program”
− Implements Public Law 10 USC 

2451 and 2452

 DoD Manual 4120.24, “Defense 
Standardization Program (DSP) 
Procedures”
− Implements DoDI 4120.24

 To access DoD issuances, visit: 
https://www.esd.whs.mil/dd

https://www.esd.whs.mil/dd
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DoD Policy Roles and Responsibilities

DSP Management Structure 

Departmental 
Standardization 

Officers (DepSOs)
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DSPO Tools

 DSPO provides the DSP with tools to help standardization managers, 
working groups, custodians and others to effectively manage the 
document development process.   

 These tools are designed to help the DSP provide the warfighter with 
equipment that is interoperable, reliable, technologically superior and 
affordable.

 Sampling of DSPO tools:

− Publications and Guide Books

− Stakeholder Engagement 

− Training

− Document Distribution

− Feedback  
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Publications 

 The DSP publishes guide books, case studies, and a journal to 
enable researchers, engineers, scientists, technical experts, and 
standardization management activities to take advantage of best 
practices.  
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https://www.dsp.dla.mil/Publications/DSP-Journal

DSP Journal

https://www.dsp.dla.mil/Publications/DSP-Journal
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Guide Books

 Guide books are non-binding advice developed by DSPO, in 
consultation with stakeholders, to help DoD personnel and 
stakeholders comply with a particular law, regulation, policy or 
procedures. They issued as a Standardization-related Documents 
(SD).  
− SD-3 – DoD participation in NATO standardization 
− SD-9 – DoD Interaction with Standards Development Organizations 

(e.g.,  ASTM, IEEE, IEC, ISO)  
− SD-19 – Establishing effective parts management programs to 

reduce logistics footprint and life cycle costs 
− SD-26 – Diminishing Manufacturing Sources and Material Shortages 

(DMSMS) contract language 
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Stakeholder Engagement  

 NATO Standardization Management 
Group (SMG)

 Materiel Standardization and 
Harmonization Team (MSHT)

 Multilateral Engagement with Partners

 Interagency Committee on Standards Policy  
 Defense Standardization Council
 Departmental Standardization Officers 

(DepSO) Meetings
 Joint Additive Manufacturing Working Group  
 Joint Industrial Base Working Group  
 Joint Standardization Boards
 Modular Open Systems Working Group  

Allies & Partners DoD, Joint and Service Specific Efforts

 ASTM Committee F42 on Additive
 IEEE International
 ANSI National Policy Advisory Group
 American Institute of Aeronautics and 

Astronautics (AIAA) Standards Steering 
Committee (SSC)

 Qualified Products Management Council 
(QPMC) Performance Review Institute 

 SAE Aerospace Council
 Aerospace Industry Association (AIA) 

Product Support and Engineering 
Management Committee

Standards Development OrganizationsIndustry  

DSPO
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Stakeholder Engagement Tools

 https://www.dsp.mil
 https://ac.cto.mil/dsp
 http://www.gidep.org

@DoD_DSP

Public-Facing Websites Social Media

 Defense Standardization   
https://www.dau.edu/cop/dsp

 Parts Management    
https://www.dau.edu/team/pmwg

 DMSMS 
https://www.dau.mil/cop/dmsms

Knowledge Sharing Portals

https://www.linkedin.com/in/DSPO

 DepSO   
https://www.dau.edu/team/depso

 Defense Standardization Roundtable 
https://www.dau.edu/team/dsr

 DMSMS   
https://www.dau.mil/team/dmsms

 Parts Management   
https://www.dau.edu/team/pmwg

Team Sites (Approval Required)

https://www.dsp.mil/
https://ac.cto.mil/dsp
http://www.gidep.org/
https://www.dau.edu/cop/dsp
https://www.dau.edu/team/pmwg
https://www.dau.mil/cop/dmsms
https://www.linkedin.com/in/DSPO
https://www.dau.edu/team/depso
https://www.dau.edu/team/dsr
https://www.dau.mil/team/dmsms
https://www.dau.edu/team/pmwg
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Training

 Defense Acquisition University (DAU)  
− CLE 028, Market Research for Engineering and Technical Personnel
− CLE 064, Standardization in the Acquisition Life Cycle
− CLE 065, Standardization Documents
− CLL 200, DMSMS: What Program Management Needs to Do and Why
− CLL 201, DMSMS Fundamentals
− CLL 206, Introduction to Parts Management Workshops and 

Conferences
 Webinars and Virtual Training

− Standardization Policy and Procedures
− User Training on DSPO Information Systems (e.g., ASSIST)

 Conferences and Workshops
− DSPO conferences, and workshop proceedings



Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.

Document Distribution

 DSPO provide information systems and online 
database tools to distribute standardization 
documents developed and used by DoD 

− ASSIST—https://assist.dla.mil   

− Qualified Products Database (QPD)—
https://assist.dla.mil or http://qpldocs.dla.mil

− Weapons System Impact Tool (WSIT)—
https://wsit.xsb.com
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Purpose of ASSIST  

 Helps DoD to maintain centralized control over the 
physical and electronic storage, indexing, cataloging, 
printing and distribution of specifications and standards 
used by DoD 

 It is used by DoD and federal agency Standardization 
Management Activities to develop, coordinate and 
publish standardization documents prepared in 
accordance with DoDM 4120.24  

 Provides users that span the globe with access to 
requirements documents, and defense specifications 
and standards used in acquisitions

 Access point to the Weapon System Impact Tool (WSIT), 
and Qualified Products Database (QPD)



https://www.dsp.dla.mil

https://www.dsp.dla.mil/


Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.



Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.



https://quicksearch.dla.mil

https://quicksearch.dla.mil/
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ASSIST Feedback Module
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DSPO Website  

https://www.dsp.dla.mil

https://www.dsp.dla.mil/
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On the Horizon

 ASSIST modernization  

 Documents as digital data
− DSPO is evaluating XML software applications to convert standardization 

documents to digital data

 Identify mandated standardization documents in 
ASSIST   
− Link standardization documents housed in ASSIST with data and 

information contained within SD-21, “Listing of Specifications and 
Standards Mandated for Use By the Department of Defense by Public 
Laws or Government Regulations”  

− Federate across ASSIST and the DoD Information Technology Standards 
Registry (DISR)



Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.

Framework for DSPO Tools2.

DSPO Tools3.

Critical Take Aways4.

DSP Policy Responsibilities1.



Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.

Critical Takeaways

DSPO Provides Tools to Support the DSP
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Questions?

Standardization – Making Systems Work Together

Page 27
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Contact Us

Ms. Latasha Beckman
latasha.beckman@dla.mil
571-767-6872 (o)
571-438-7827 (m)

Mr. Himanshu Patni
Himanshu.Patni@dla.mil
571-425-7238 (m)

https://www.dsp.dla.mil

@DoD_DSP

https://www.linkedin.com/in/DSPO

mailto:latasha.beckman@dla.mil
mailto:Himanshu.Patni@dla.mil
https://www.dsp.dla.mil/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/DSPO
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ASSIST Key Features

Interfaces
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