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Background on DoD’s NGS Program
• Provides guidance for implementing federal and 

DoD policy 
• Establishes procedures for participation with 

Standards Developing Organizations (SDO’s)
• Provides guidance on use of NGS vs Military Unique
• Fosters relationships with SDO’s so they might 

better understand our needs
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Background (Con’t)
• DoD has had a long history with SDO’s 
• Began promoting use of NGS in 1962
• The 1980’s saw an expansion of policies directed at 

using NGS
• 1990’s- 2000’s policies were strengthened to 

ensure NGS usage over military unique
• We’ve made tremendous strides in both 

development and adoption of NGS 
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Current SDO’s and NGS’s adopted by DoD

4



Distribution Statement A;   Approved for public release, Distribution is unlimited.

How ASSIST supports NGS Adoption
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Current Initiatives Underway
• Enterprise-wide Access to Non-Government 

Standards via ASSIST
• Services/Agency Consolidation of Non-Government 

Standards Access
• Removal of waiver process as dictated by Sec 875 

b(2), FY17 NDAA 
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Enterprise-wide Access to NGS 
• Effort underway since 2013-
• Renewed effort based on FY 17 NDAA, sec. 875

• “LICENSES.—The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics shall negotiate licenses for 
standards to be used across the Department of Defense and 
shall maintain an inventory of such licenses that is accessible 
to other Department of Defense organizations.”

• 15 Aug 2017 USD(AT&L) Memo to SAEs and DLA
• “develop a plan in coordination with the Defense 

Standardization Program Office…This plan should consolidate 
access agreements, leverage existing agreements, or employ 
other feasible approaches to provide our technical experts 
with the most current information in the most affordable 
manner, while respecting all parties’ intellectual property 
interests.”
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Priorities for NGS Access
• Getting access to NGS for those that need it
Activities do not have the documents they cite/need

• Address illegal sharing
• Cost savings through consolidated/centralized 

management
• Meet statutory requirements to “inventory” and 

“negotiate” for access to NGS (Sec. 875, FY17 
NDAA)
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• COA A: Services/Agencies develop independent 
consolidation plans, 
Must show consolidation
Should define end-state, and path to achieve

• COA B: develop FY20 POM issue paper for DoD-
wide consolidation—
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Status
• COA B (FY20 POM Issue 

paper for DoD-wide 
consolidation) 

• Status: Failed
• Forwarded to the Reform 

Management Group 
(OCMO)

• Determined not to be a 
good fit based on scope-

• Planned to POM in FY 23 
POM Cycle

• COA A (Services and 
DLA continue 

• consolidation efforts)
• Services and DLA are 

identifying current 
contracts and future 
needs. 

• Services and DLA have 
consolidated contracts 
based on POP of current 
contracts
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Removal of Waiver Process
• Subsection (b)2 of Section 875 of the FY17 NDAA 

establish a waiver requirement for when military-
unique specifications are used (instead of commercial 
or non-Government specs). This waiver must be 
approved by the milestone decision authority.

• DSPO proposed striking the waiver, and continue 
with the existing review process that DoD already 
employs

• As a stop-gap, the USD(A&S) issued a memo 
granting a waiver for the use of approved military 
standard specifications until this waiver 
requirement can be removed.
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Removal 0f Waiver Process (Con’t)
• DSPO has been working to remove the waiver from sec 875 (b)2 

FY 17 NDAA for several years.

• In FY 2020, submitted proposal #65 which was approved by 
Legislative Review Panel (LRP) and submitted to OMB, where it 
stalled.

• In FY 2021 cycle submitted proposal #339 which was approved by 
the LRP, and approved by OMB, and sent to Congress for 
consideration on April 7th where it stalled again.  

• We have been approved to resubmit the proposal through Acting 
USD R&E for the FY2022 cycle. 
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Way Forward
• Continue to work with OSD to remove waiver 

requirement.
There are no known defenders/proponents of Sec. 

875(b)2 of the FY17 NDAA remaining on Congressional 
staff. 
No Interagency concerns revealed in coordination 

during coordination through OMB
The program’s policies and procedures over the past 20 

years have proved current practice has reduced reliance 
on military specifications. 
Military Departments and Defense Agencies fully 

support proposal.
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For Additional Information
Mr. Tim Koczanski
Program Analyst 

Defense Standardization Program Office
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense

for Research and Engineering
571-767-6870 

Tim.Koczanski@dla.mil
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DoD Research and Engineering Enterprise 
https://www.CTO.mil/

Twitter
@DoDCTO

DoD Research and Engineering Enterprise
Creating the Technologies of the Future Fight
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BACK-UP MATERIAL
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Overview of the DoD Plan

Accelerate – Hasten DoD’s adoption of 5G 
- At-scale test facilities that enable 

rapid experimentation & dual-use 
application prototyping

Operate Through – Ensure that 
US forces can operate through 
wherever and whenever we deploy

- Dynamic spectrum utilization
- “Zero Trust” architectures 

Innovate – Enhance 5G technology and invest in 
future “Next G” technologies

- There is no finish line.

Smart Warehouse

Dynamic Spectrum 
Utilization

Source: DARPA

Augmented & Virtual Reality

Source:  DARPA
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